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MEASURES TAKEN BY THE ADMINISTRATION AND THE “COMMISSION 
DES ÉTUDES” IN THE CONTEXT OF THE COVID-19 EPIDEMIC 

April 1st, 2020 
 

I. Changes to the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 university calendars 

 

Under the resolution, 413-CA-4620 entitled Delegating to the rector the authority to 
modify the university calendar and the inherent rules adopted at the 413rd meeting of 
the Board of Directors held on March 17th, 2020, the following changes have been made 
to the 2019-2020 university calendar for the 2020 winter session and 2020-2021 
university calendar for the 2020 summer session. 
 
2020 winter session 

§ The deadline to withdraw without mention of a failing grade and without refund is 
extended to April 24th, 2020, inclusively. For students dropping one or more 
courses between March 9th and April 24th, 2020, there will be the possibility of 
resumption, free of charge, within the 2020-2021 school year, of the course or 
courses abandoned. The terms and conditions for applying for courses at no 
cost will be published as soon as possible. 

It is important to note that: 
a. Only an activity abandoned between March 9th and April 24th, 2020, may 

be resumed free of charge at a later session, and this, within the 2020-
2021 school year (2020 summer sessions, fall 2020 and winter 2021). 

b. All fees related to the courses taken in the 2020 winter session will have 
to be paid by the students, whether they complete the course or abandon 
it. It will indeed be an abandonment without mention of a failing grade and 
without a refund. 

c. No reimbursement of the tuition fees already paid for the 2020 winter 
session will be granted. 

§ The deadline for the submission of grades by members of the teaching staff 
(teachers and sessional instructors) has been extended to May 15th, 2020. 
  

§ The date for the publication of the results on the internet has been extended to 
May 22nd, 2020. 

 

2020 summer session 

§ The registration date for the summer session has been extended to April 6th, 
2020. Information about the courses offered will be released no later than the 
beginning of the week of April 6th, 2020. 

§ The other dates for the 2020 summer session remain unchanged. 
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II. Suspension of an element of Article 3 of the Procedure relating to course 
outlines for the 2020 winter session 
 

According to the request of the Minister of Education and Higher Education to resume 
teaching activities from March 30th, 2020, it has been decided by the administration to 
suspend elements of Article 3 of the Procedures relating to course outlines. This 
information was sent to members of the teaching staff in a letter dated of March 27th, 
2020, signed by the president of the Professors’ Union (SPUQAT), the president of the 
Sessional Instructors’ Union (SCCCUQAT), the vice-rector of education, research and 
creation, as well as the vice-rector of resources. This suspension relates to the following 
extract from Article 3: 

Subject to exceptional circumstances, modifications can be made to the session 
calendar, to the evaluation calendar, as well as to the respective weighting of the 
evaluation objects during the session, with the agreement of the teacher and 
unanimously by two-thirds of the students present. It is the teacher’s responsibility 
to post any changes made to the course outline during the session via the 
communication channel identified in the course outline. 

Thus, in the current exceptional circumstances, the unanimity of two-thirds of the 
students present will not be required to make the necessary modifications. 
Therefore, approval of the revised course outline by students is not mandatory. 
However, each member of the teaching staff must diffuse any modification made to the 
course outline, and this, by the means deemed most appropriate. 

Students were informed of this measure in a message to the University Community sent 
out on Saturday, March 28th, 2020. 

The following measures III, IV and V were adopted by the “Commission des études” 
at its 237th extraordinary meeting, held by videoconference on April 1st, 2020. These 
modifications apply to UQAT programs. More information will be sent as soon as 
possible to students, and program directors offered jointly or by extension.  

 

III. Flexibility in the rating of the 2020 winter session activities 

 

1) Except for the final exams, which must be completed by April 24th, 2020 inclusively, 
faculty members are asked to assign an « R » grade (postponed) if a student is unable 
to submit their work within the time required to meet the deadline for submission of 
grades. A new date for handing over the work must then be agreed between the two 
parties, normally during the 2020 summer session, or at a later session with the 
authorization of the department’s management. It is up to the faculty members 
concerned to follow up with the student until the final grade is given. 
 

Particular case :  
a. For a student who completed an activity in the 2020 winter session for which 

he/she had already obtained an « R » grade, the deadline for meeting the 
course requirements may not exceed the end of the 2020 summer session 
unless otherwise instructed by the management of his department. 

 
2) If the whole class needs more time to submit assignments, it is also possible for the 

teacher to give an « R » grade to all the students. A new date for submission of 
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assignments must then be agreed between the two parties, normally during the 2020 
summer session, or at a later session with the authorization of the department’s 
management. It is up to the faculty members concerned to follow up with the group 
until the final grade is given. 

 
3) Some faculty members are permitted to use the « pass or fail » notation type if the 

context of their course warrants. 
a. Each change of notation type must receive the prior approval of the Dean of 

Academic Management and Studies; 

b. This type of notation will then apply to all students enrolled in this activity; 

c. This type of notation cannot be applied only to one or some of the students 
registered in this activity; 

d. This type of notation will only apply for the 2020 winter session. 

4) No course successfully completed by a student in the 2020 winter session can have a 
negative influence on their cumulative average, the cumulative average calculated at 
the end of the 2019 fall session and accordingly: 

 
a. Each student who obtains a grade (included between A + and D) greater than 

or equal to his cumulative average for an activity, will keep his grade for this 
activity. This process will not require any action on the part of the student, the 
teacher, the module, the program or the department. 

b. Each student who obtained a grade (included between A and D) below their 
cumulative average for an activity will automatically obtain a grade « S » 
(requirement satisfied) for this activity. This change will not require any action 
on the part of the student, the teacher, the module, the program or the 
department. 

c. A student could still choose to keep their initial grade (included between A and 
D) rather than obtaining the grade « S » (requirement satisfied). The terms of 
this type of change will be published as soon as possible. 

d. Any student for whom the 2020 winter session is the first registration session 
and who consequently has no cumulative average, will keep their grade 
(included between A + and D) for each successful activity while having the 
possibility of having this note modified for the « S » note (requirement 
satisfied). This change will be made at the request of the student. The 
procedures for applying this process will be published as soon as 
possible. 
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IV. Suspension of the deadlines provided for the regulation of undergraduate and 

graduate studies for the 2020 winter session 

 

The deadlines contained in the entire undergraduate study regime and its equivalent at 
the graduate levels are suspended for the teaching activities offered in the 2020 winter 
session, in order to postpone by at least one semester any binding or enforceable deadline 
for students. Consequently:  

 
a. the deadlines set out in Regulation 3 – Undergraduate studies will be applied 

in a flexible manner, particularly for the following articles, but not limited to: 
 

2.10 Maximum duration of studies 

2.14.2.1 Trusteeship 

  
b. the deadline set out in Regulation 10 – Graduate studies will be applied in a 

flexible manner, particularly for the following articles, but not limited to: 
 

15.4 Calculation of the maximum duration of the study program 

20.2.3.1 Obligation to meet under penalty of exclusion from the program 

 

V. Easing of the Teaching Evaluation Policy for the 2020 winter session 

 

Easing of the Lessons Assessment Policy removes the obligation to assess lessons for the 
activities of the 2020 winter session. Thus, it is not compulsory to evaluate at the end of 
the 2020 winter session each of the courses taught by a department at the request of a 
module or of a graduate program committee. 
 
However, a member of the teaching staff who wishes to do so can request, from their 
module or graduate program director, the establishment of a process for evaluation 
lessons at the end of the 2020 winter session for the course or courses he has given. In 
such eventuality, this evaluation cannot be invoked for the application of Article 15 – 
Assessment and appreciation of the teaching of the collective agreement of the Sessional 
Instructors’ Union of the Université du Québec en Abitibi-Témiscamingue. For faculty 
members, it will remain the choice of each and everyone to include or not this evaluation 
of his teachings when building his evaluation file. 
 
 

VI. Instructions and measures put in place for research and creation activities 
(having been diffused on March 30th to faculty members) 

 

§ Research and creation activities on campuses and centers, in laboratories as well 
as field activities, are suspended until further notice. Only a few people will be able 
to go to the site to carry out activities deemed essential, including the care of plant 
material or the maintenance of specific research infrastructures, after obtaining 
authorization from Éric Arpin (eric.arpin@uqat.ca). 
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§ Congresses, seminars/conferences and trips abroad as well as welcoming visitors, 
postdoctoral fellows and research interns are also suspended until further notice. 

 

§ Activities related to the submission of grant applications, grant notices, contract 
signatures and the ethical evaluation of projects continue. 

 

§ UBR openings are maintained. The purchase of material or equipment is 
maintained according to the usual rules but could be made more difficult due to 
the constraints of managing the situation. 

 

§ In order to give the necessary time to the provincial and federal granting agencies 
and to the government of Quebec to confirm the possible adjustments to the 
current grants, UQAT gives the assurance that the remuneration of the personnel 
under a grant from March 14th to April 30th, 2020 for the employees who are 
currently paid without being able to offer work is guaranteed by their budgets. 
Researchers can, therefore, continue to pay their staff for this period with the 
assurance that either the granting funds or the UQAT funds will compensate for 
the salary payments for this period. 

 
§ With regard to the payment of scholarships to students, researchers are invited to 

maintain them until April 30th by reorienting as much as possible the work of 
students so that they can be accomplished from their residence and, therefore, 
elsewhere than in our facilities and elsewhere than in the field. These measures 
will be reviewed when we know the support arrangements that will be taken by 
provincial and federal granting agencies. 
 

§ The services of the Dean’s Office for Research and Creation (DRC) are maintained, 
but they will be offered remotely and according to variable schedules. If you know 
who to contact, you can reach the person directly by email. You can also contact 
the Dean’s Office by email: recherche@uqat.ca. 


