
 
EFFECTS OF SILVICULTURAL TREATMENTS ON HARDWOOD REGENERATION 

FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTE – UQAT 

 

Project description: In the context of climate 

change, silvicultural practices play a key role in forest 

regeneration and adaptation. This project aims to assess 

how different silvicultural treatments influence the 

regeneration of yellow birch and red maple at their 

northern range limits. It relies on experimental forest 

sites to evaluate how canopy opening gradients and soil 

disturbances affect seedling establishment and 

regeneration dynamics. Particular attention will be paid 

to the conditions that promote species persistence or 

replacement depending on ecological context. This 

project directly addresses applied forest management challenges and contributes to the development of adaptive silvicultural 

practices. It includes strong interactions with forest professionals and institutional partners, including the Québec Ministry of 

Natural Resources and Forests. This is a two-year research-based MSc with thesis, supported by a scholarship of at least 

$21,000 CAD per year, which may be increased depending on the candidate’s profile and eligibility. 

Research environment, supervision and values: The MSc will take place within a forest ecology research group in a 

dynamic and collaborative environment. The student will be supervised by Valentina Buttò (Professor, IRF-UQAT), with a 

committee including S. Bédard (Research scientist, MRNF), F. Girard (Professor, Université de Montréal), and Y. Bergeron 

(Professor, UQAT), providing complementary expertise in silviculture, forest ecology, and forest management. Supervision 

emphasizes regular, structured, and supportive mentoring, fostering autonomy, critical thinking, and the ability to complete 

a research project through to publication. We are committed to fostering an inclusive, respectful, and collaborative research 

environment and value diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility (DEIA). 

Profile and training: We are looking for a candidate interested in applied forest research, with a background in 

forestry, ecology, or a related field. The project is well suited for someone who enjoys fieldwork, is rigorous and curious, and 

can work both independently and as part of a team. During the MSc, the student will develop research autonomy and 

contribute to all stages of the project. The work will lead to a thesis and offers the opportunity to contribute to a scientific 

publication. By the end of the program, the student will have gained strong experience in applied forest research and 

silviculture. 

Application materials: Please submit a CV, a cover letter, transcripts (unofficial copies accepted), and the contact 

information of two referees to: valentina.butto@uqat.ca  
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UQAT: HIGHER LEARNING ON A HUMAN SCALE  

 
 

Study in the heart of Quebec’s great outdoors 

Set in a region where wilderness, lakes, and forest 

stimulate creativity and foster talent, UQAT is different by 

nature. 

With 22,000 lakes and endless miles of boreal forest, 

Abitibi-Témiscamingue is a dynamic place full of creative 

people, new ideas, and bold projects. See what our 

students have to say! 

 

Denowned professors with time for you  

The professors at UQAT are recognized experts in their 

fields who epitomize quality teaching. And with a ratio of 

one professor or lecturer to every twelve students, UQAT 

offers a personalized educational environment where you 

will fit right in. Knowing you can always count on your 

professors to be available - now that’s a real advantage.  

 A world of high-calibre research 

Research activities at UQAT are producing remarkable 

results in a range of scientific fields. According to the 2024 

independent firm RE$EARCH Infosource Inc., UQAT ranks 

first in terms of research intensity per professor among 

Canadian Undergraduate universities. 

 

With more than $24 million in research per year and state-

of-the-art laboratories, UQAT is an exceptional 

environment for graduate students. Many of our students 

have achieved excellence in their chosen fields and many 

of our professors have been recognized for the quality of 

their research and their innovative spirit. Find out more  
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STUDENT FOR A DAY 
 

One visit is enough to know that UQAT is a first-class 

institution. The Student for a Day program is the best 

way to learn more about UQAT, visit the campus that 

interests you, and meet professors and students. 

 
We’ll tailor the visit to your needs and interests! 

Find out more 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zR8X-X48bRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zR8X-X48bRg
http://www.uqat.ca/recherche/
http://www.uqat.ca/recherche
http://www.uqat.ca/1jour/

