
 
 
PH. D. IN ANIMAL ECOLOGY POSITION 
Influence of road construction and use on the behavior of wild vertebrates  
 
While the response of certain animal species to road construction has been well documented, many vertebrate species, 
including those of great interest to Indigenous communities, have not been sufficiently studied. Specifically, the direct 
response of these species following road construction or changes in road use remains poorly understood. In collaboration 
with Cree and Anishnaabeg communities and Stornoway Diamonds, this project aims to quantify how the home ranges and 
behavior of culturally salient species are influenced by road proximity, use, and characteristics.  

 

This project integrates repeated monitoring of large vertebrates 
associated with the Renard Mine project, an array of 72 automated 
camera traps, and traditional knowledge reconstructed using 
participatory mapping and semi-structured interviews. Specifically, 
we will investigate a) whether home ranges have shifted, b) whether 
seasonal and daily activity patterns have changed, and c) whether 
changes in road use have altered its ecological role as both barrier 
and corridor for wildlife. This will help us better understand how 
mining roads have impacted wildlife and, indirectly, local 
communities. This 3 years project is fully funded at $24,000 CAD per 
year and will be supervised by Gabriel Pigeon (IRF, UQAT), Limoilou-
Amélie Renaud (IRF, UQAT), and Hugo Asselin (School of Indigenous 
Studies, UQAT) 

 
Desired profile: 

▪ Master’s degree in biology, ecology, environmental sciences, or a related field. 
▪ Skills in spatial analysis, telemetry, or camera trap data analysis are an asset. 
▪ Interest in applied ecology research and the environmental issues facing Indigenous communities. 
▪ Ability to work collaboratively with Indigenous communities and industrial partners. 

 
 
To apply: 
We encourage all interested individuals to apply. Please submit your CV, a cover letter detailing your interest and relevant 

experience, and the contact information for two academic references to gabriel.pigeon@uqat.ca. 

 

The application deadline is November 30th.  
 

 

Gabriel Pigeon, Ph. D.  

Institut de recherche sur les forêts (IRF) 

Page web 

445 boul. de l’Université, Rouyn-Noranda, QC  

 
  

mailto:gabriel.pigeon@uqat.ca
http://www.uqat.ca/programmes/irf/
https://pidge505.wixsite.com/gpigeon


 
 

UQAT: HIGHER LEARNING ON A HUMAN SCALE  

 
 

Study in the heart of Quebec’s great outdoors 

Set in a region where wilderness, lakes, and forest 

stimulate creativity and foster talent, UQAT is different by 

nature. 

With 22,000 lakes and endless miles of boreal forest, 

Abitibi-Témiscamingue is a dynamic place full of creative 

people, new ideas, and bold projects. See what our 

students have to say! 

 

Denowned professors with time for you  

The professors at UQAT are recognized experts in their 

fields who epitomize quality teaching. And with a ratio of 

one professor or lecturer to every twelve students, UQAT 

offers a personalized educational environment where you 

will fit right in. Knowing you can always count on your 

professors to be available - now that’s a real advantage.  

 A world of high-calibre research 

Research activities at UQAT are producing remarkable 

results in a range of scientific fields. According to the 2024 

independent firm RE$EARCH Infosource Inc., UQAT ranks 

first in terms of research intensity per professor among 

Canadian Undergraduate universities. 

 

With more than $24 million in research per year and state-

of-the-art laboratories, UQAT is an exceptional 

environment for graduate students. Many of our students 

have achieved excellence in their chosen fields and many 

of our professors have been recognized for the quality of 

their research and their innovative spirit. Find out more  

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STUDENT FOR A DAY 
 

One visit is enough to know that UQAT is a first-class 

institution. The Student for a Day program is the best 

way to learn more about UQAT, visit the campus that 

interests you, and meet professors and students. 

 
We’ll tailor the visit to your needs and interests! 

Find out more 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zR8X-X48bRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zR8X-X48bRg
http://www.uqat.ca/recherche/
http://www.uqat.ca/recherche
http://www.uqat.ca/1jour/

