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PH. D. IN ANIMAL ECOLOGY POSITION
IMPACT OF MINING ACTIVITY ON BAT HABITAT QUALITY

Project name:

Eight species of bats are present in Quebec, including five species that are
year-round residents. In winter, resident species hibernate in natural
caves, buildings, or abandoned mines. There is therefore a long history of
interaction between mining and these species. Although abandoned mines
provide necessary hibernaculum, the impact of active mining
infrastructure is less well understood. This project will allow us to better
understand the extent of the effects of the mining installations as well as
to better identify the environmental factors affecting the habitat of bats
and the sites that could be interesting for the installation of roosting sites.

The objective of this PhD project is to assess the impact of mining
infrastructures on the quality of bat habitats. More specifically, we will
address 1) the abundance of forest cover and of food resources; 2) the level
of heavy metal contamination in the bats' diet; 3) the impact of noise and
light pollution on their activities. To do this, we will estimate the
abundance and activity of bats and the abundance of flying insects, the
bats' prey, near active and inactive terrestrial facilities, and along transects
leading away from the mine site. Insects collected with traps will be used
to quantify prey abundance and contamination levels. Acoustic recordings will be used to identify species and quantify activity
and measure levels of noise pollution.

Financial support:
This 3 years project is fully funded at $24,000 CAD per year ands will be supervised by Gabriel Pigeon (IRF, UQAT).

Start date:
The expected start date is the 24th of august 2026.

Desired profile:
- Master’s degree in biology, ecology, environmental sciences, or a related field.
— Demonstrated skills in statistical analysis is an asset.
— Interest in applied ecology research and environmental issues.
— Avalid driver’s license is required

To apply:
We encourage all interested individuals to apply. Please submit your CV, a cover letter detailing your interest and relevant
experience, and the contact information for two academic references to gabriel.pigeon@ugat.ca.
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UQAT: HIGHER LEARNING ON A HUMAN SCALE

Study in the heart of Quebec’s great outdoors

Set in a region where wilderness, lakes, and forest
stimulate creativity and foster talent, UQAT is different by
nature.

With 22,000 lakes and endless miles of boreal forest,
Abitibi-Témiscamingue is a dynamic place full of creative
people, new ideas, and bold projects. See what our
students have to say!

Denowned professors with time for you

The professors at UQAT are recognized experts in their
fields who epitomize quality teaching. And with a ratio of
one professor or lecturer to every twelve students, UQAT
offers a personalized educational environment where you
will fit right in. Knowing you can always count on your
professors to be available - now that’s a real advantage.

A world of high-calibre research

Research activities at UQAT are producing remarkable
results in a range of scientific fields. According to the 2025
independent firm RESEARCH Infosource Inc., UQAT ranks
among the top two Canadian Undergraduate university in
terms of research performance.

With nearly $26 million in research per year and state-of-
the-art laboratories, UQAT is an exceptional environment
for graduate students. Many of our students have
achieved excellence in their chosen fields and many of our
professors have been recognized for the quality of their
research and their innovative spirit. Find out more

STUDENT FOR A DAY

One visit is enough to know that UQAT is a first-class
institution. The Student for a Day program is the best
way to learn more about UQAT, visit the campus that
interests you, and meet professors and students.

We'll tailor the visit to your needs and interests!

Find out more
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