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Introduction

ÅIn Canada, Aboriginal peoplesô share of the total 

population is on the rise (ACCC, 2005).

ÅAboriginal students entering post-secondary 

institutions are confronted by cultural barriers 

because the post-secondary education culture 

does not reflect Aboriginal perspectives, traditions, 

values, nor the diversity of Aboriginal communities

ÅInstitutions need to facilitate and invite full 

participation of Aboriginal communities in program 

and curriculum development



Introduction contôd

ÅTraditionally, learning for Aboriginal people 

concerned itself with the emotional, mental, 

physical, and spiritual being of the individual and 

was rooted in personal experience ïa holistic 

learning experience

ÅAboriginal traditions and culture need to be 

incorporated into curriculum, not layered on top

ÅCulturally suitable curriculum must incorporate 

Aboriginal perspectives and world views into the 

planning, design and delivery of instruction



Integrating Bloomôs Taxonomy with 

the Medicine Wheel

Å2002 ïDACUM Occupational Analysis for the 

Community-centred Therapy Program accredited 

through RRC

ÅIdentified skills and abilities were mapped into the 

Medicine Wheel through a collaborative effort 

between RRCôs Aboriginal Education and Program 

& Curriculum Development departments

Å2003 ïOccupational Analysis conducted for a 

proposed Aboriginal Child Support Helper



Integrating Bloomôs Taxonomy with 

the Medicine Wheel

ÅSkills and abilities were collaboratively mapped 

into the Medicine Wheel with the participants

ÅA pattern emerged where the verbs used to 

describe specific skills and abilities were placed 

within the same quadrant of the wheel by both 

groups

ÅMedicine wheel and other cultural teachings were 

shared by RRCôs Elder in Residence



Why The Medicine Wheel?

ÅñThe Medicine Wheel is an ancient symbol used 

by almost all the Native people of North and South 

America.ò ï1984, The Sacred Tree

ÅProvides a holistic view of the human person

ÅRepresents 4 aspects of human nature: physical, 

emotional, mental, and spiritual

ÅñEach of these aspects must be equally 

developed in a healthy, well-balanced individualò 
- Ibid



The Quadrants Explained



The Learning Cycle
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The Initiative

Å3 year, $40,000 per year project funded by the 

Council on Post-secondary Education (COPSE), 

the provincial funding council of post-secondary 

education in Manitoba, Canada

ÅPurpose: To create a process for developing 

curriculum that emphasizes holistic teaching and 

learning strategies and uses Aboriginal traditional 

teaching through blending educational theory with 

the Medicine Wheel construct

ÅSupported by RRCôs Elders in Residence



Theoretical Framework: Cognitive Domain

ÅSkills within the Cognitive 

Domain are often the focus of 

post-secondary education

ÅLevels within the domain are 

sign-posted within the wheel 

providing a concrete link 

between Bloomôs theory and 

the four quadrants of the 

Medicine Wheel.

ÅMovement is from least to 

most complex toward the centre 

of the wheel

ÅThe KSJs identified during a 

DACUM Occupational analysis 

can then be mapped into the 

four quadrants
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A Holistic Approach

ÅA great deal of teaching and 

learning focuses on the 

Cognitive Domain, particularly 

at the university level.

ÅWhen combined within the 

Wheel, it illustrates that when 

we focus only on the Cognitive 

Domain something is missing.



Theoretical Framework: Psycho-motor Domain

ÅSkills within the Psycho-motor 

Domain are more readily taught 

in colleges and polytechnics 

where the focus is on applied 

learning
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